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Our Patron, HRH The Duchess of Edinburgh fully 
supports the Gift for Living project and encourages
the family of Lions to continue to fund this very 
worthwhile programme of saving vulnerable mothers
and their babies.
Trustees

Phil Nathan MBE - Grant Administrator - Chairman
MDO Linda Picton - Treasurer and Correspondent Trustee
PDG John Bush - Secretary
PCC David Firth
PCC Geoff Leeder
PCC Philip Goodier
PDG David Seager
Charity Reg. No: 1070418

Grateful thanks to PDG Tony Clarkson for the upkeep of our 
website and Lion Brigitte Green for managing the 
donated currency and conversion for this project.

Introduction
In a world often fragmented by borders, beliefs, and backgrounds, Lions Clubs International stands as a beacon 
of unity and peace. By embedding the encouragement of peace and international understanding into our 
mission statement, Lions transcend the mere act of service to become a global symphony of compassion and 
cooperation. This noble mission resonates deeply in our collective quest for harmony, reminding us that amidst 
our differences, the desire for peace is universal. 
The universal language of service acts as a bridge connecting diverse cultures, faiths, and communities. This 
language speaks to the heart, transcending linguistic and geographical barriers, and fostering a sense of 
belonging to a global family. Through acts of kindness, whether small gestures or monumental projects, Lions 
International demonstrates that service is a powerful tool for healing and bringing people together. 
In every community service project, health initiative, or disaster relief effort, Lions members embody the principle 
that serving others not only addresses immediate needs but also plants seeds of peace and understanding. 
These acts of service are conversations without words, telling stories of empathy, respect, and mutual support. 
They remind us that in helping others, we discover our shared humanity and the interconnectedness of our 
destinies. 
The encouragement of peace and international understanding challenges us to look beyond our differences
and work together for a common good. It is a call to action to use our diverse talents and perspectives in 
a  harmonious effort to create a better world. This mission inspires individuals from all walks of life to come 
together, learn from each other, and forge friendships that transcend traditional boundaries. 
In fostering international understanding, Lions International also serves as an educational platform, providing its 
members and the communities they serve with opportunities to learn about different cultures and traditions. 
This education is not confined to books or lectures but is lived through service, creating a deeply personal and 
impactful learning experience. By understanding each other, we dismantle the foundations of fear and prejudice,
building instead a world where peace is not just a dream but a growing reality. 
Our commitment to encouraging peace and international understanding is a testament to the power of service 
to unite us. In a world often divided, their mission stands as a reminder that when we come together in the 
spirit of service, we speak a universal language that can bridge any divide. Through our actions, Lions members
worldwide are not just serving their communities; they are nurturing a global family, bound together by the
unshakeable belief that in unity, there is strength, and in understanding, there is peace.

Lion Daniel Marney Elkins
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What is Gift for Living
Your charity, A Gift for Living (GFL) has been successfully caring for babies and children in 
the countries of the Balkans for over 25 years, following the violent conflict that took place 
in the 90’s. Sadly, as has been seen, this even included ethnic cleansing! Thanks to the 
support given from Lions across the British Isles and Ireland and supported by our global 
Foundation, LCIF, well-trained doctors and nurses are now successfully treating thousands 
of babies and children each year. Some of the education provided has subsequently 
enabled “train the trainer” capability in surrounding countries.
Where we have left our footprints still shows us work is far from complete but there are so 
many places where the call to serve is loud!

1. An overview of the three projects currently included in Gift for Living

PROJECT 1 – Our ongoing work continues in our school in Sarajevo.
The Vladimir Nazor Centre
A school in Sarajevo for some 300 children with a range of challenging 
intellectual disabilities has been a recent focus and work is even now 
progressing to refurbish and repair the kitchen that has been condemned 
as being unfit for purpose.
We have provided a complete dental unit but dentist which is something 
organised by the local Government – again our thanks to PDG Lion Jarvis 
MacDonald and also Dentaid UK.

PROJECT 2 – Work to support the Orphanage in Jinja, Uganda
Having recently concluded a visit to witness first hand, I have now seen
and been emotionally touched by the needs of the children in an Orphanage in Jinja, 
Uganda. The orphanage has, potentially, only a short life left because of the complexities of 
Ugandan rules and regulations. If it closes, the Children are likely to end up on the street – I 
did not rate the street very highly. It is my hope that A Gift for Living can step in to support 
these children and to encourage the global lions community to sponsor these children.

PROJECT 3 – Supporting the Lions Club of Sarajevo Centar 
and the Lions of Bosnia
I received a request for a visit to celebrate 20 years’ of support for this area. Whilst there
a further project become evident and support from GFL was requested. The project is
attempting to establish a system for monitoring the early and late consequences of the
treatment of cancer in predominately children and the prevention of new malignant diseases 
in children and young people who were treated for malignant diseases in childhood.
About 51,955 KM (approx. 26,000 Euros) was collected through donations, tickets and an
auction. The collected funds will be directed to the initial steps of the implementation of
the above-mentioned project, which includes the establishment of co-operation with the
University Clinical Centre of Ljubljana, Slovenia and the training of the professional staff of 
the Clinical Centre of the University of Sarajevo under their supervision.

www.lionsclubsinternational-agiftforliving.org.uk
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PROJECT 1
As well as the new proposals for GFL we continue the great work at Vladimir Nazor Centre. 
Just prior to Christmas 2023, I spent a few days in Bosnia Herzegovina completing Childrens’ 
eye-screening and checking state of play on other ongoing projects. You may recall the 
school has 300 intellectually challenged primary school aged children and the sister school 
with one hundred similarly challenged in the kindergarten.
In previous updates I have reported on the difficulties working with the management team 
which have caused much anxiety for all concerned at the centre. I have extended my sincere 
thanks to Lion Edina Husejnovic for sticking with the project and wanting so much to see it 
through.
Due to the success of the foreign currency conversion many of the items on the shopping 
list have been purchased. We have a shortfall of approx 14,000 euros to complete the 
kitchen - see plans at Appendix 1 for the work left to do.
The newly acquired whiteboard computers and laptops have made a huge difference to 
both teaching and learning. Armin Algic continues to be a great source of support and 
he knew that one of his friends, who has a local business specialising in the refurbishment 
of technological equipment, was nearby to the school. He has supplied Gift for Living on a 
number of occasions with refurbished laptops for use with the blind. Ten laptops supplied 
in Tuzla and another ten to the Vladimir centre. The software 
that was added to laptops has enabled blind or visually 
impaired children to join the world of technology. Our visit 
proved to be an amazing coincidence and turned out to be an 
opportunity not to be missed. The visit to the local business 
astounded me as he had just purchased 7 computerised white 
boards (even more astounding was there are seven classrooms 
needing some form of equipment)). The German Government 
had seized equipment from a company that they had closed, the 
equipment included 7 large whiteboards as you can see below and 25 laptops which they 
were willing to sell at hugely discounted prices. We negotiated and agreed the final price for 
the equipment. I acknowledge the great support, as ever, from Lion Armin Algic.
As you can see from the images the equipment funded by GFL is now in place at the 
school and everyone is benefiting from its instalment. Yet again something that GFL has 
achieved with your help.
Some of the IT equipment has had a huge impact on those children with severe disabilities 
who can only lay on the floor at home and using the new laptops can now look at the 
images on screen via the new computer equipment.
The computerised woodwork machinery has made a huge impact and the wax candle 
burner has allowed the children to make candles which the school sells. The new kitchen is 
almost complete thanks to a number of donors. No more rats or rat holes and the children 
are being taught to cook and how to bake. With the arrival of new sanitary ware the impact 
is overwhelming.

Project update 2024
Fantastic publicity for the Vladimir Nazor Centre
 projectwas the interview Edina managed to 
secure on prime timeSarajevo TV where she 
talked for 15 minutes about the
project and even the work undertaken during Covid.
Although in essence the kitchem project is now 
complete Iwill have the chance to review 
the completed work and
other projects when I return in June 2024

www.lionsclubsinternational-agiftforliving.org.uk
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The new kitchen is almost complete thanks to a number of 
donors. No more rats or rat holes and the children are being 
taught to cook and how to bake. With the arrival of new 
sanitary ware the impact is overwhelming.
LCIF have supported the rebuilding of this kitchen. As has 
happened worldwide the building work has almost doubled 
in cost which has meant a huge step backwards. However 
because of the importance for the health of the children the 
Government has stepped up to undertake the responsibility 
of the construction. Both the Government and local 
Government has now stepped up with financial assistance 
towards the project.
I would like to offer my sincere thanks for the most generous 
personal donation made to the GFL project specifically to 
benefit the children of the Vladimir Nazor School from a 
member of a previous council.

Implementation and Certification of HACCP
To obtain HACCP certification of the kitchen and all kitchen staff recognised a s HACCP
training – we need to spend an additional 14,000 euros. We currently have a level C pass 
and the additional purchases when we can raise the 14,000 euro shortfall will enable us to 
obtain a category A certification.
It is hoped that work will be complete and the kitchen open in April 2024 when it 
will be providing hot meals for 400 children and at other times the kitchen will be 
used as a training facility teaching children the basics of self-sufficiency.
You can clearly see from the images how much the kitchen has changed
to become a fully functioning kitchen capable of feeding the children at the
centre. The plagues (right) will be attached to the building to thank all of
those responsible for helping with this project once it is completed.
As an aside and as a wonderful example of the synergy of our work at 
the centre, during my last visit we took the opportunity to complete eye-
screening of the children at the centre. 50% of them were found to have 
significant vision impairments. This finding is a crucial reminder of the 
importance of regular and comprehensive health screenings in special 
education health settings. For children with severe intellectual disabilities 
vision problems can significantly impact both their learning and daily life
and yet these issues often go unnoticed due to communication barriers or an assumption 
that behavioural or learning difficulties are solely due to their intellectual disability.
As we continue our work to support the unique needs of these children the vision
screening serves as a powerful reminder to educators, healthcare professionals and policy
makers about the essential role of holistic care in special education.
My fervent hope is that these findings act as a catalyst for change prompting schools, 
communities and healthcare systems to prioritise and improve the quality of vision care 
provided to children with severe intellectual disabilities. This is not just a question of seeing 
better; it’s about giving these children a better chance to thrive in every aspect of their lives.
(see the selection of photos on the next page)

www.lionsclubsinternational-agiftforliving.org.uk
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Currency conversion please 
divide by 2 for an approximate 
conversion to euros
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PROJECT 2
There is currently a Trust operating, (Shield of Faith Community Empowerment),
in the area that was set up by a totally dedicated young Lion who was himself
an orphan and adopted.
There are currently 40 children aged 4-16 years who are cared for by the Trust and it’s 
volunteers and these young adults are educated and taught a trade, until age 18. Amongst 
the challenges faced by the orphans include poverty, domestic violence, child labour and 
child abuse.
As alluded to, the current Trust is struggling for the money (and requirements) to continue to 
operate and, I repeat, the orphans are at risk of being evicted onto the street – for the girls 
this can only lead to a life of prostitution at best, human trafficking at worse.
Through your charity, Lions Clubs International – ‘A Gift for Living’ we would receive 
donations and administer the sponsorship programme. Whilst it would be a new route for 
GFL the Trustees have the necessary skills, experience and knowledge to successfully 
deliver.
I have always believed in ‘Answering the Call to Serve’ and in this area the call is great. It 
would take 40 US Dollars a month to feed, cloth, provide medication and educate a child 
even to provide training so that they may leave with a skill. Yes, it is a commitment, but 
sponsorship can provide a child/young adult with a better start in life – to be educated and
provide some hope for a future.
There is a distinct possibility that the Lions of USA and Canada are likely to be joining us in 
support of this programme. All efforts will be channelled through Gift for Living.

www.lionsclubsinternational-agiftforliving.org.uk
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Donations should be sent to your District Treasurer by cheque, made 
payable to the District, and endorsed on the back with ‘Gift for Living’. 
For those that might wish to sponsor a child individually please 
remember AGFL offers the facility of Gift Aid. 

I am excited and delighted to have already received individual offers of 
sponsorship from outside of the UK, furthermore there are distinct 
possibilities of Multiple Districts getting involved.

An orphanage sponsored by the Lions global family would be a true 
reflection of who we are as an organisation.

A song to celebrate their first shoes provided for by PID Justin Faber and his Lions Club

www.lionsclubsinternational-agiftforliving.org.uk
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Update 2024- An appeal has now been circulated to request
sponsorship for these young people --just the price of two cups of coffee a
week from your high street coffee house could:-
provide a child with accommodation at least two meals a day -basic
education and school clothing, medication -recreation and play facilities, 
crafts and hobbies-promoting parenting skills-farming, crop production & 
animal rearing along with providing HIV/AIDS awareness and prevention.

A route out of poverty, hope and a brighter future.
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PROJECT 3 -	SUPPORTING THE LIONS CLUB OF SARAJEVO CENTAR
AND THE LIONS OF BOSNIA

The project is attempting to establish a system for monitoring the early and late
consequences of the treatment of cancer in predominately children and the prevention of
new malignant diseases in children and young people who were treated for malignant
diseases in childhood. Your Gift for Living Project donated 1000 euros towards this project
and the intention is to approach LCIF to become part of a bigger project.
An evening of celebration was hosted by The Lions Club Sarajevo Centar and whilst 
attending the event we were introduced to an organisation that is providing networking and
individual support to those that have survived cancer. It is hoped that we will be able to help
this to grow internationally. About 51,955 KM (approx. 26,000 euros) was collected through 
donations, tickets and the auction on the night. The project will need approx. 100,000 euros 
to implement.
The collected funds will be directed to the initial steps of the implementation of the above 
mentioned project, which includes the establishment of co-operation with the University 
Clinical Centre of Ljubljana, Slovenia and the training of the professional staff of the Clinical 
Centre of the University of Sarajevo under their supervision.

www.lionsclubsinternational-agiftforliving.org.uk

At the celebrations of 20 years supporting projects in Sarajevo was honoured to be joined by the Prime Minster 
of the Canton of Sarrejevo Nihad UK
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THE LEGACY OF GFL
Back in 1996 there was a headline in the local press that said ’40 crazy Englishmen with big
hearts’ set out in a convoy of lorries with 100,000 boxes of small essentials collected and 
packed by Lions, partners and friends set of to help the stricken people of war torn Croatia. 
I was the District Governor at that time and what I witnessed inspired me to do more and 
from there Lions clubs International - A Gift for Living was born.
Here are some of the projects undertaken by GFL - your charity has undertaken since its 
inception:
East & West Mostar Project
– Life saving training implemented called Advance Paediatric Life Support.
– this training given to support lifesaving methods of caring for seriously ill babies.
– large numbers of doctors and nurses attending.
– Lions Intensive Care Unit established at Kosevo Hospital Sarajevo in partnership with LCIF.
Sarajevo Paediatric Hospital
– Establishment of Paediatric Intensive care unit (PICU) and neonatal intensive care unit.

(NICU), including long term training for doctors and nurses in hospital paediatrics,
obstetrics and neonatology.

– Oncology Ddepartment Sarajevo - establishment of children’s oncology department for
the treatment of cancer in children in Sarajevo hospital.

– Sarajevo Maternity Hospital (a tertiary neonatal department).
– Children’s hospital services in the city of Bihac Children’s paediatric ward are improved.

A mobile clinic and child care literature was provided for the remote enclave of Gorazde.
– A children’s unit was set up in Gorazde Hospital.
– Created the Sarajevo Blind School to protect children from landmines.
– Provided new medical equipment for the Banja Luka Children’s Hospital - establishment

of PICU and NICU.
– Sarajevo Casualty Department - ongoing work to build and equip a resuscitation box and

training centre.
– A powerful and important legacy that was left with the doctors after the war was the

implementation of APLS ( Advanced Paediatric Life Support) and later MOET
(Management of Obstetrics Emergencies and Trauma) these have been recognised
worldwide as imperatives for sick babies.

A Gift for Living helped to co-ordinate a vision screening project in Albania. The target 
agreed with the Albanian Government was for 6,000 screenings. A total of 7,200 people, 
both old and young were screened. Two young girls were identified as being in need of
surgical procedures and your Charity enabled these to be successfully carried out in Novi 
Sad, Serbia, one year later in November 2019. Life changing results for these two young 
girls. Lions and Leos from several countries played an important part in the success of 
these surgeries. Fundraising for this treatment took almost a year and came from many 
donations, as mentioned, the results of the treatment were life changing and consequently 
rewarding to all donors.
We are eternally grateful to the work of Professor Vladimir Canadanovic who performed 
the surgery (at no cost) and I was pleased to present him recently with a Melvin Jones 
Fellowship on behalf of MD105 for all the work he has undertaken.

www.lionsclubsinternational-agiftforliving.org.uk

GFL Report January 2024 NEW.indd   17GFL Report January 2024 NEW.indd   17 06/02/2024   13:4806/02/2024   13:48



Lions Clubs International
MD105 British Isles

Donations are still vital and now with
new projects to support it is more vital than ever.

We ask any Clubs and individuals wishing to donate
to this project can do so and they can liaise directly
with myself or via Lions National HQ in Birmingham

www.lionsclubsinternational-agiftforliving.org.uk
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LET YOUR CHANGE (IN ANY CURRENCY)
HELP MAKE THE CHANGE
The request for foreign coins to be collected 
and donated continues and we now have an 
outlet to convert foreign and old coins into 
donations for this appeal. This has proved an 
excellent example of the synergy between 
two projects as one of the traders who assist 
with precious metals in the spectacle
collection has volunteered to assist with the 
coin conversion into valuable donations to 
help fund this project. We have successfully 
converted the old coins and money has 
been banked into the Gift for Living Account 
to help with the much needed funds.
Please continue to send or take your coins 
to our National Headquarters - Birmingham 
and our team there will oversee the 
collection and conversion of coinage 
and notes. 
If you are attending MD Convention 
Newcastle we shall have a collecting box 
at the supplies stall.
I am extremely grateful to Lion Brigitte at 
Lions Clubs National Headquarters who 
is overseeing this element of the 
programme.
Soon the Trustees will be announcing 
another fundraising idea ..... more to follow.

Does the work we do make a difference...... a picture paints a 
thousand words and everyone involved is as delighted as I was 
from my recent visit.

www.lionsclubsinternational-agiftforliving.org.uk

Picture taken 
on the left 2022 
and one year
later - 2023, the 
same young lady 
is still so grateful 
of the support 
your Charity 
provided
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Appendix 1:
Roller Banners 1 & 2

GFL Roller banners
1 & 2

GFL Roller banners are available from Lions National HQ and are shown 
on the following pages. These tell the Gift for Living story.
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Appendix 1:
Roller Banners 3 & 4

GFL Roller banners
3 & 4
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Appendix 1:
Roller Banners 5 & 6

GFL Roller banners
5 & 6
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Appendix 2:
Promotional Flyer

GFL Promotional Flyers are available from Lions National HQ.
These tell the Gift for Living story.
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Gift for Living and Easyfundraising
Please think about selecting A Gift for Living as your Charity of 
choice when shopping on line. Easyfundraising, when used as a tool 
for shopping on line will automatically and at no additional cost to 
you, donate a small percentage to GFL every time you shop.
Thank you

So there we are... we continue, 
and the question is will your
Clubs help your Charity?
A Gift for Living has
been your hands on
Charity for the last
27 years.
Still much to do, 
but it’s in your
hands.

Together
We Can

www.lionsclubsinternational-agiftforliving.org.uk
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